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brniaxeHHiwunn CeAaToCnas npueiTas BNaguky
Bacunsa JlocteHa 3 Harogu noro 90-pivys

11ro TpaBHsi, Bnagnka Bacunb JlocTteH, enuckon-emeput Cremepopacbkoi
enapxii, cBATKye€ cBO€ 90-pivys. 3 yiei Harogmn Oteub i MnaBa YkpaiHcbkoi peko-
Karonnubkoi LiepkBn anBlTaB lMarpiapworo rpamoToro Bragnky Bacuns.
«baxato ocobucro Ta Big imeHi CuHoay
€nnckoniB YKpaiHCbKOI ['peko-KaTonnubkoi
LlepkBu WwWmMpo npusiTaTtn Bac 3 Haroau
BeJIMYHOro toBinew. CBATKYBaHHA BaLIOro
90-pivusa - Uue Benmka noaisa Ans BCiX Hac.
Pa3oM i3 BaMW 3aHOCMMO A0 NpecTony
BCeBULWHBLOMO Halli MOIMTBU, ASKYo4UM NoMy
3a Te, WO NOKJ/IMKaB Bac Ha Aopory
XXEepPTOBHOI NOCBATU LlepkBsi Ta pigHOMY
HapoAOoBiI», - NAETbCS Y TEKCTI MPMBITAHHS.
Bnagnka Bacunb Ha 3eMnax ganekol
AMepuKkn cTtas ansa nwogen nobpum 6aTbKoM,

| v : peBHUM MpPONoBiAHMKOM XPUCTOBOI Npasau,
3aXVICHVIKOM IXHIiX npaB [ CBo6o,q Sk peBHMIN NOCNIAOBHMK naTpiapxa Mocuda, apxmepen
po36yaoByBaB naTpiapwnini ycTpin. Ennckon goknas 6arato cTapaHb A0 PO3BUTKY
ceMiHapii y Ctemdopai, BUNYCKHMKAMN SKOI CTaso YMMano Halwnx aBTOPUTETHUX
cBsWeHHoCcnyXuTenis. bpas i NpofoBXye 6paTh akKTUBHY y4acTb B AissibHOCTI CnHoay
€nunckonis YIKL.

«Yce ue CBigUMUTb NPO BacC K Npo NKANHY BEUKOI Bipy Ta rmMnbokoi MyapocTi. Tox iwe
pa3 BiTaeMoO Bac i baxaemo BaM gonomoru CeaToro [lyxa B yCiX BalWMX NOYMHAHHSAX Ha
cnasy boxy Ta ana nobpa Llepkeu 1 HapoAy», - MOBUTbLCS Y NPUBITaHHI BnaxeHHiworo
CesaTocnasa. (3aKkiH4YeHHs Ha cT. 4)




SUNDAY OF THE MAN BORN BLIND
MAY 17, 2020

NOPSAAAOK BOMOC/IHKEHbDb (18ro no 24ro TpaBHAa, 2020)
ORDER OF SERVICES (May 18" to 24, 2020)

MoHepinok — Mon. 18 8:00 A.M. Marko & Susie Komarynsky — Luba Lukomskyj
Invoking prayers of St. John Paul II for our parish
BiBTOpok — Tues. 19 8:00 A.M. +Diane Storkel - family

Cepena - Wed. 20 8:00 A.M.  +Michael Sheremeta (40" day P)
7:00 P.M. MOJIEBEHb - MOLEBEN TO THE MOTHER OF GOD
YeTtBep - Thurs. 21 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD - BO3HECIAHHA NFHIX

9:00 A.M. Andrew & Olena Tefft
7:00 P.M. Special Intention
8:00 A.M. Orysia Yoder and family
7:00 P.M. MOJIEBEHb — MOLEBEN TO THE MOTHER OF GOD
9:00 P.M. Special Intention

Health for those losing hope
Heaina — Sunday 24 10:00 A.M. +Lewko Lukomskyj — Luba Lukomskyj

11:30 A.M. for our parishioners

MN'aTHuuga - Fri. 22

Cy6oTta - Sat. 23

BALU OAP BOIrOBI TA NAPA®II - YOUR GIFT TO GOD & PARISH
Hegnins 10ro TpaBHs / Sunday, May 10™ (mail & website)- $2,025.00
byaisenbHunin ®oHpg / Building Fund (mail & GoFundMe) - $4,510.00

MPOCMMO MOJINTUCH 3A: o.dpeHka ABaHTa, 0.JleoHapaa KopuMHCbKoro,
o.Muxanna Kysbmy, 0. Tomy JobpoBosibCKOro, o. AHApPiS YMpoBcbKoro, o. PomaHa
Narony, Tuma Nanpepa, Aebi Mniwkun, Onbry Wupmnp, Mapax MaTsiis, Jlloby YopHy,
€sreHa Masniwa, borgaHa OpuHug, CeiTnany CaHarypcbky, J1ioby JlykoMcbKy, AHAper
AHgpec, €sreHito AxHiB, XXoaHy Cokanbcbky, Jlapucy ac, [xeki MuwkieBnd, XpUCTUHY
Pynascbky, AHHY Hasap, KenBuH MekmeH, CtedaHa Ctopken, HaTtanito JlicoBy i 3a BCiX
HeaoyXUX.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Fr. Frank Avant, Fr. Leonard Korchinski, Fr. Mykhailo Kuzma,
Fr. Tom Dobrowolsky, Fr. Andriy Chirovsky, Fr. Roman Lahola, Fr. Bohdan, Tim Heider,
Debbie Plishka, Olha Schirmer, Marge Matviuw, Luba Chorny, Eugene Pawlisz, Bohdan
Yurinets, Svitlana Sanahurska, Luba Lukomskyj, Andrea Andres, Betty Jachniw, Laryssa
Das, Jackie Myshkiewicz, Christine Rudawski, Anna Nazar, Calvin McMahon, Steven Stor-
kel, Nataliya Lisova and all those in need of our prayers.

HAAXOASAYI NoAIi - UPCOMING EVENTS
Bianpasu B CYM-i / Services at SUM hopefully soon




(3aKkiH4YeHHs 3 CT. 2)

«Hexan mmnocepaHmnin focnoab cTopuuero BiaasuUMTbL BaM CBOE 6naroaaTtTio. Hexawn
npumMMe gap BaLWOro CNyXiHHSA, K MPUEMHY XepTBY, Ha CBi NpecTon, a Bam 3iwne 3
BUCOT CBOE Leape 6bnarocnoBeHHs 3a monuteamu NpecBaToi boropoauui Ta BCiX CBATUX
YKpaiHCbKOI 3eMni. ByabTe M Hagani Ansg Haworo HapoAy Ta BCiX No4en, cepes Koro
Xunpete, ACHUM CBiITUNBbHMKOM BoXoi npaeBan. Hexan yBecb Ton 4vac, skun focnogb e
npu3HaunTb BaM, byae anga Bac 6narocnoBeHHUM i MUpHUM>», - nobaxkas nasa YIKL.
biorpagiyHa gosigka

Bnaanka Bacunb JlocteH Hapoaueca 11 TpaBHsa 1930 poky B M. Yecanik (wTaT
Mepinena, CLLUA). Moro cBsileHHMYi cBAYeHHS Biabynucs 10 yepsHs 1957 poky.
Ceatutenb: Bnaanka KoctaHTUH borayeBcbknin, Mutpononut ®dinagenbdincbkmin.

25 TpaBHsa 1971 poky B KaTeapanbHoMy cobopi HenopoyHoro 3a4datra NpeceaToi [isu

Mapii y M. ®inagenbdii (CLLUA) o. Bacunb cTaB ENUCKOMOM.

denaprameHT iHpopmadyii YITKL]

OI'OJOLIEHHSA

1. BipHi MOXXyTb NpMMMaTH y4yacTb Yy BCiX Hawunx Bianpasax on-line._Mpocumo ao
ydacTtun. lMopsiaok Bianpas B Hawin napadii 3Hanaete Ha d®encbyk abo Ha Beb-canTi:
icshrine.org

2. Akuwo xTo BiguyBa€e notpeby otpmumatn CeATi TanHu Cnosign i Ce. MNMpuyacTsa, npowy
3rosiociTbCst 40 0. Muxanno.

3. bepiTb y4yacTt y MoOIMTBaX | YNTAHHAX Big Bo3HeciHHA To 3icnaHHsa CeaToro [yxa nig
3aronoskoM: “MyTiBHMK [lekagm MicinHocTn”. 3HalaeTe mMaTepisnm Ha HawoMy Beb-
cauTi icshrine.org JInHK 3HangeTe 3 A0y FOSIOBHOI CTOPIHKMW.

4. NMpocnMo He 3abyBaTu CKNadaTu Balli MOXEPTBM HA LEpPKBY Ta Ha byaiBenbHuit oHA
HOBOro xpamy. lNMpocumo ue pobutn yepes nnatdpopmy GoFundMe Ha Hawin CTOpPiHUI Y
Facebook, yuepe3 Hally iHTEpHET CTOPiHKY: icshrine.org, 4un NpoCcToO BKMAATU KOHBEPT 3
YeKOM B MNOLWITOBY CKPUHbKY 3rnpaBa Big BXigHUX ABepen fo 6yanHky CYMy, npu ubomy
He 3abyabTe BKasaTW Ha KOHBEPTI Balle npi3BuLLE i WO Le NOXepTBa Ha LiepKBY.

ANNOUNCEMENT

1. If you have a need for the sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion please notify
Fr. Mykhailo. If you have personal intentions please contact the parish office or email:
frmykhailo@att.net

2. All services are on line. Please join us. The schedule and all information can be found
on Immaculate Conception Facebook and on our parish web-site at icshrine.org

3. Take part in the prayers and readings of the "Mission Days" - from the Feast
of the Ascension to the day of Pentecost. It's on a link at the bottom of our parish
web-site at icshrine.org

4. We thank you for your financial support and appeal to all to continue supporting our
parish operating fund and our parish Building Fund. You can send your donations to
the parish or to the GoFundMe option on our parish Facebook or website

(icshrine.org).
A SAINT AND HIS FAMILY

Unshakable faith in the Lord, devotion to Mary, the spirit of sacrifice, the com-
mitment to one’s neighbour, even at the risk of one’s own life. In his own fami-
ly, Karol Wojtyta encountered all those characteristics that were then devel-
oped in his own life, and in an extraordinary way, in his Pontificate.
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In his “service to the People of God,
Saint John Paul IT was the Pope of the fami-
ly”. These words of Pope Francis during the
canonization of Karol Wojtyta and Angelo
Roncalli on April 27, 6 years ago, have a
special meaning today as we approach the
centenary of the birth of the holy Polish
Pope. In fact, celebrating the beginning of
his earthly life naturally leads us to want to
“meet” his family, to try to discover the “se-
cret” of his parents. Their cause for canoni-
zation began last week in Poland. Simply reading the basic biographical data of his
mother, Emilia, and father, Karol, after whom he was

named, one can understand how deeply their witness impacted the personality of the
future Pope. Without a doubt, it can be said that the pillars of his priestly, and then pas-
toral, ministry first as the Archbishop of Krakow, and then as Bishop of Rome, were laid
down in the early years of his life in Wadowice, a small town in the far south of Poland,
where he was born on 18 May 1920.

Over this, your white grave

the flowers of life in white—

SO0 many years without you—

how many have passed out of sight?

These poignant words, dedicated to his mother in a poem written in Krakow in the
spring of 1939, emphasize the tragedy for young Karol Wojtyta of his mother's death. It
occurred when the future Saint was only 9 years old. Emilia, whose health was poor, had
completed her pregnancy amidst a thousand difficulties, even though doctors had ad-
vised her not to continue with it. Her constitution had been so severely compro-
mised that the nine years after his birth were punctuated by continuous hospitalization
and constantly ebbing strength until her death.

The passionate defence of human life, especially in conditions of fragility — one of
the distinctive traits of Wojtyta’s petrine ministry — thus found inexhaustible nourish-
ment in that maternal love. It is natural to think that the figure, so dear to him, of Gian-
na Berretta Molla (whom he beatified in 1995 and then canonized in 2004) reminded
him of the example of his mother, who, to protect the life of her son, sacrificed her own.
Significantly, the people of Wadowice have dedicated to Emilia Kaczorowska Wojtyta
a Home for Single Mothers. This work aids women who, despite difficulties, choose to
safeguard the fruit of their maternity. During his visit to his native land in June 1999,
Pope John Paul II said, “I am grateful for this great gift of your love for the human per-
son and your concern for life”. He continued, “I am all the more grateful because the
Home is named after my mother, Emilia. I believe that she who brought me into the
world and filled my childhood with love will also watch over this undertaking”.

Three years after his mother’s premature death, another deep sorrow struck the
Wojtyta family: the tragic death, at the early age of 26, of Edmund, the beloved older
brother that Karol had looked up to with admiration. Edmund was an exceptional figure,
whose life recalls, in our day, the heroism of so many doctors and nurses who risk their
lives to treat victims of the coronavirus. Edmund was himself a doctor, serving in Po-
land, who gave his life treating a young girl with scarlet fever — a disease for which, at
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the time, there was no vaccine. The young doctor knew the possible consequences, but
like the Good Samaritan, he did not count the cost to himself, but was concerned only to
care for those in need. As the future Pope recalled many years later, Edmund’s death
was a shock for him, not only because of the dramatic circumstances that surrounded it,
but also because Karol had grown more mature since the death of his mother. The ex-
ample of his brother's "martyrdom to duty” remained engraved on Karol Wojtyta’s
memory forever. It was Edmund who had encouraged him in his studies, taught him to
play sports, and, with their father, had raised young Karol after their mother’s death.

And so at the tender age of twelve, Karol found himself alone with his father, a ca-
reer soldier in the Polish army. His father was a good and serious man, whose faith, de-
spite so many personal tragedies, remained unshaken. He “accompanied” his only re-
maining son as he grew to adulthood, forming his personality by teaching him — above
all by his own example — values such as integrity, patriotism, and that love for the Vir-
gin Mary that became almost second nature to the younger Karol Wojtyla. When, after
having become Bishop of Rome, he recalled his father in a conversation with his journal-
ist friend, André Frossard, he was deeply moved. “My father was wonderful”, he said,
“and almost all my childhood memories refer to him”. The Pope then pointed out that
the many sorrows his father had experienced, rather than causing him to turn in on
himself, had instead opened up “immense spiritual depths”. “His pain became prayer”,
the future Saint said. “The simple fact of seeing him on his knees in prayer had a deci-
sive influence on my formative years”. It had an influence, too, on his priestly vocation.
In his autobiographical work, Gift and Mystery, published for the 50 anniversary of his
priesthood, John Paul recalled that, with his father, “there was no talk of a vocation to
the priesthood. But his example for me was in some way the first seminary, a sort of
domestic seminary”. And in his book-length interview, Crossing the Threshold of Hope,
John Paul remembered a book given him by his father which included a prayer to the
Holy Spirit. “"He told me to recite it daily”, he confided to Vittorio Messori. "So from that
day on, I've tried to do so. Then I understood for the first time what Christ’s words to
the Samaritan woman about true worshippers of God — that is, about those who wor-
ship Him in spirit and in truth — really meant”.

The years of his maturity were decisive for Karol’s total entrustment to the Lord and
His Mother. Karol and his father now lived in Krakow. There as a young man he was
studying at university when the Nazi occupation occurred. The sufferings of his family
intertwined and merged, becoming one with those of the Polish homeland. At the age of
21, the future Pope also lost his father, who died on a cold winter night on February 18,
1941, perhaps the most painful day in his life. Karol Wojtyla was alone in the world. And
yet thanks to the love, the example, and the teaching of his parents and his brother —
those “saints next door” (as Pope Francis might say) —he knew that there is a Hope that
no illness, and not even death, can overwhelm. In the long journey of his life, in his
travels throughout the world proclaiming the Gospel, Karol Wojtyla always had his family
with him. Like his mother, he defended life with courage. Like his brother, he spent him-
self for others until the end. Like his father, he was not afraid, because he opened, and
indeed opened wide, the doors to Christ.

"Deepen your knowledge of Jesus. This ends loneliness, overcomes sadness and uncertainty,
gives real meaning to life, curbs passions, exalts ideals, expands energies in charity, brings
light into decisive choices. Let Christ be for you the Way, the Truth, and the Life."

— St. Pope John Paul 11
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OUR LADY OF MEDJUGORIE, QUEEN OF PEACE

“"Medjugorje is the spiritual center of the world”
(St. Pope John Paul II)

Dear Family of Mary!

"Dear children, this is a time of gratitude. Today I ask
love from you. Don't look for faults in others and don't
judge others. I expect you to love and to spread the
truth because the truth is eternal, constant and always
up to date. Bring the light of my Son. Drive out the
darkness that wants to seize you more and take you far
away from my Son, Jesus. Don't worry, I am with

you. Thank you for responding to my call.”" (May 4, 2020)

Our Lady used several imperatives in her message through
Ivan! Here they are:

Don't look for faults in others...
Don't judge others...

Bring the light of my Son...
Drive out the darkness....

Don't worry....

I think that Our Lady really does want to get us moving! Why? Because there is danger close at hand
in our world today. We are surrounded by the lies and darkness of the devil, and he is strong right now.
And so, as a Mother she is trying to guide us into safety, just as any mother would do if her children
were in danger.

When she says, "Don't look for faults in others..." she is telling us that if we start down that road
it will lead us away from the one thing we can do, and that is to love. It will take away our peace. God is
the only one who can manage another person's faults. Our job is to pray for others and be examples of
mercy and love.

When she says, "Don't judge others..." she is warning us that the judgement we give will be the

judgement we receive. God alone can judge a soul. Judgement leads us into darkness.

When she says, "Bring the light..." she is giving us a positive command, something we can
all do! We can bring Jesus into our lives and the lives of others, share His Word, His love, His
peace. It is like taking a torch light into a dark cave and helping all those trapped in the dark-
ness of that cave the light they need to leave that darkness. It is freedom, when the Light of
Christ comes.

When she says, "Drive out the darkness that wants to seize you more and take you
far away from my Son, Jesus..." she is asking us to carry Christ with us always, constantly.
The Light of Christ drives out the enemy!!! The Light, which is Christ, saves us from every as-
sault of the devil, driving him away and giving us peace.

And when she tells us: "Don't worry..." she is reminding us that she is with us and she
will never leave our side. She is with us, and there is nothing to fear. It is important to let go of
worry and trust Our Lady.

I pick up a bit of urgency in Our Lady's words. She is not just describing what we should do,
she is commanding us to get up and do what she is telling us to do, to follow her into the safe-
ty of the Light of Christ. Jesus is the Light, as St. John told us:

Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." (Jn 8: 12)

As we pray, let's let Our Lady's imperatives energize us to action. We need to listen to her.
She is with us to bring us to Jesus, our safety. When Mama talks, we listen!!

In Jesus, Mary and Joseph! Cathy Nolan ©Mary TV 2020
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HPUT'AAYEMO YCIM NTAPADIAHAM

100 rinno npunumat Cati TaitHu mapadisHUH TOBUHEH XUTH 3a MPaBUIaMH Bipu Ta
cepiio3Ho miarotryButucs. [1o0pi (Bingani) napadisHu € Ti KOTpi:

1. B Henini i cBsita 6epyTh yuacTth B CBsTid JliTyprii

2. KepTByl0Th Uac, TaJlaHTH 1 MaTEPIATHLHO HMIATPUMYIOTH Mapadito

3. 3anucani g0 napadii

4. 3HaTh 3arajibHi MPaBIy i MOJUTBY HAIIOT BIpU

A REMINDER TO ALL PARISHIONERS
Reception of the Sacraments requires the committed practice of the faith and serious
preparation. Committed parishioners are those who:
1. Attend Divine Liturgy on Sunday’s and Feast Days
2. Give of their time, talents and financial resources
3. Have enrolled in the parish
4. Know and understand the basic prayer and tenets of our faith

Remember Our Parish in Your Will

You can leave a lasting legacy to benefit future generations! Please remember our Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Parish when creating your will. Your good works will continue after you
have gone! Please contact the office for information.

3rapanTte Hawy napadito y Bawomy 3anoBiTi

Bu moxeTe 3anuwimMTi YacTuHy CBOEI cnagvnHmn Ha 6naro ManbyTHMX nokoniHb! Jlackago,
namsitanTte, napacdito HenopoyHoro 3avatTtsa NpeuuncTol [isn Mapii npu cTBopeHto Bawuoro 3anosity.
Bawi nobpi gina 6yayte npogosxyBaTucs nicnsi Baworo noBepHeHHs [Jogomy, Ao BiYHOro Xutts!



Saint Philomena And Our Times

By Brian K. Kravec

I have a dear friend and heavenly patroness in St. Philomena. | wear the red and white
wrist cord of St. Philomena which symbolizes her virginity and martyrdom. My cord, a gift
of love from a fellow devotee, was touched to the first class relics of St. Philomena’s bone
and the blood of St. John Vianney, who fostered public devotion to St. Philomena with great
enthusiasm.

Though my personal devotion to the Wonder-Worker is quite new, I've wasted no time in
presenting my petitions to her and she has wasted no time in affirming her patronage. It is
widely known that whenever St. Philomena is working on your behalf, she would announce
it by knocking three times. [ knew nothing of this very special communication until after |
was discussing three very distinct knocks that awakened me in the middle of the night just
weeks ago. At that time, the world was nearly 40 days into the present Covid-19 pandemic.
It would be reasonable to dismiss the three knocks as a dream or
even wishful thinking if | had prior knowledge of this playful
saintly custom. The fact that I learned about the three knocks af-
terward and that they were followed by a very clear dream lead-
ing me to a message from St. Philomena for our times is some-
thing to be considered.

In a dream following the three knocks, I could vividly see books of
varied colors that were numbered. When my eyes opened the fol-
lowing morning, it immediately occurred to me that I had

seen The Volumes as published by Direction for Our Times. The
Volumes contain private revelation given to the world through
Kathryn Ann Clarke, also known as Anne, a lay apostle. Rev. Leo
O’Reilly, Bishop of the Diocese of Kilmore, Ireland, has granted
Anne’s writings an imprimatur. The Volumes are in my home library and | hadn’t thought
about them or read them in more than a decade.

Shortly after the dream, [ was discussing the wonders of St. Philomena with the same
friend who gifted me with her cord and told me about the three knocks. She shared a video
which she credits as her introduction to St. Philomena in which Dr. Mark Miravalle inter-
views Anne the lay apostle in December, 2008. Again, it was after seeing the video that |
shared the details of my recent dream with my dear friend. Only then would I return

to Volume 7 (page 11-14) and read St. Philomena’s message to me and the world as given
July 8, 2004 which I believe the little saint wishes to be circulated anew:

Dear brothers and sisters, you must be joyful during this time. Whenever you are tempt-
ed toward despair, you must think of heaven and how Jesus is making the earth like heaven
by allowing this cleansing. Jesus is reclaiming the earth. That is a wonderful thing and will
ensure that your children’s children will not have to contend with the darkness of sin that
surrounds your children. It would please Jesus if you would be thankful to Him, despite any
circumstances.



https://www.saintphilomenashrine.org/philomena-the-saint/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5gEGKbvM6Y
https://directionforourtimes.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/English_Volume-7.pdf

A saint conducts herself this way and finds that she is joyful regardless of any and

all hardships. Dear friends of heaven, the enemy will not prevail. You know this because
you have been told this. At the end of this time, Jesus will return and the earth will be beau-
tiful again. Before that, there will be a time when it will appear that the enemy has taken
control of the world. The darkness of sin will reign and our beloved Church will suffer even
more.

Followers will face grave and constant attacks for their faith in many areas of the world.
They will persevere and set the most beautiful example for others. This will draw others
back to the faith in great numbers, so you see, the enemy’s strategy will backfire. The more
God’s enemies persecute His children, the more children will choose God and remain true.
It has always been this way, sadly. God’s children should serve Him faithfully in good times
also, but many do not.

Many become worldly when the times are easy. Be brave. Your courage will come from
heaven and inspire many. We teach you how to prepare and those who take our advice will
find that they are calm and able to lead. Heaven will call upon many to lead because during
the worst of the troubles, holy souls will be cut off from each other. Leaders will spring up
in every area to help holy souls to remain steadfast.

How beautiful are these times when viewed from our perspective. My dear friends, read
about our lives. Many saints in heaven faced the greatest of persecutions on earth. We nev-
er relied upon ourselves and in that way we became invincible. You will too. The earth will
quake during this time and heaven’s responses will be apparent to all, giving the faithful
great hope.

The enemy’s actions will be met with heavenly retribution.

This also will convince many that God is preparing to return and will also bring many back
to God. So you see, the enemy cannot win and God will turn everything to the good. It is
important that you are aware of the coming events so you will be confident and prepared.
My friends, your world is asleep at this time and many doubt God’s presence in the world. |
would advise you all to remain alert. You will be glad that you did.

St. Philomena, pray for us!

MYSTICS OF THE CHURCH

THIS WEBSITE IS DEVOTED TO THE EXTRAORDINARY MYSTICS
AND VISIONARIES OF THE CHURCH, ESPECIALLY THOSE WHO ARE
LESSER KNOWN, SUCH AS ST GEMMA GALGANI, BLESSED ALEX-
ANDRINA DA COSTA, SR CONSOLATA BETRONE, THERESE NEU-
MANN, REV. PERE LAMY, GABRIELLE BOSSIS, JOSEFA MENENDEZ,
MARTHE ROBIN, SERVANT OF GOD LOUISE LATEAU, BLESSED AN-
NA MARIA TAIGI, SISTER MARY OF THE HOLY TRINITY, SISTER
MARIA ANTONIA AND OTHERS. THE AUTHOR ENDEAVORS ALWAYS

TO BE IN COMMUNION WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND ITS

TEACHINGS.
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e Home
« Contact
o Mystics of the Church Gift Store
Antonietta De Vitis, a recent Italian mystic who lived solely off the Eucharist

’ &
Antonietta De Vitis (1936-2004)

Antonietta De Vitis (1936-2004) -A modern Mystic and Stigmatic who reported-
ly lived without food and water for 53 years

The Catholic diocese of Otranto, Italy is currently examining the virtues of Antonietta De

Vitis, a mystic from Nociglia, Italy who reportedly had the stigmata. Numerous extraordi-
nary cures have been attributed to her, and some have recently been reported in Italian

newspapers, two of which we will highlight in more detail below.

Antionetta De Vitis was a quiet woman who lived a very hidden life, however her heroic
virtues and remarkable mystical life is becoming more and more known since her holy
death in 2004.

Antionetta was a Franciscan tertiary (Third Order Franciscan) who was a devotee of Fat-
ima, Saint Francis, Saint Clelia Barbieri, and the Italian mystics Saint Padre Pio and Maria
Valtorta, who were her contemporaries.

In 1950 Antonietta completely stopped drinking and eating--an extraordinary circum-
stance documented by physicians that continued for 53 years until her holy death. She
was bedridden, and her life was spent entirely in one bedroom in a humble house. Hers
was a life of suffering in silence, away from the spotlight--very few people knew her, and
even fewer were those admitted to her room.
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Birth and Early Life

Antonietta De Vitis was born on August 23, 1936 in Nociglia, (Lecce) Italy. She spent her
childhood showing mercy and generosity towards her neighbor; she often deprived her-
self of what little food she had to give it to the hungry, and whenever possible she sought
to assist the sick and needy. Being of limited means themselves, on one occasion when
her mother discovered that Antonietta was sacrificing her own food to give to the poor,
her mother scolded her harshly.

Antionetta offers herself to Jesus at age 14 for the Church and all of humanity
On the feast of St Joseph, March 19, 1950 at age fourteen Antionetta was inspired to of-
fer herself to the Lord as a victim soul for humanity in union with Jesus. Concerning this
complete offering of herself she writes in her diary:

"The Lord put the seal on His creature and at fourteen I was His: a virgin bride, fresh of
life, with a generous heart, ready to offer Him everything: even a life of suffering that
burns"

She survived without food and water & lived solely off the Eucharist for 53
years -Holy Communion was not swallowed, but absorbed by the tongue

Beginning in the year 1952 her only daily food was the Eucharist; however, as observed
by her attending physician who attested the permanent and constant abstinence from
food and liquids, the Holy Eucharist was not ingested, but was absorbed by the lingual
mucosa, and would disappear completely after a very short period of time. (-Dr. Arturo
Benegiamo of Sogliano Cavour, province of Lecce).

The stigmata

In 1969 she was given the mystical grace of the invisible stigmata, which become visible
three years later in 1972. The visible stigmata was documented with medical certificates,
in particular that of Dr. Benegiamo di Sogliano Cavour, her attending physician.

At this point in her life due to several iliness she became completely bedridden, and her
life consisted of continual prayer--she was very devoted in reciting the Holy Rosary, of-

fering to the Lord herself and her sufferings. Throughout her life she will have numerous
illnesses including tuberculosis, internal bleeding, emphysema and temporary blindness,
among others.

Visions of St Padre Pio, St Francis, St Anthony, Maria Valtorta and others
Those who attended her stated that her sufferings were offered to God with a smile on
her lips and an offering to Heaven. She wrote in her diary: "I sacrifice myself for the
Church and for the people of God."

This spirit of offering and generosity was rewarded with many mystical visions including
the Virgin Mary, St Padre Pio, St Francis, St Anthony, St Clelia Barbieri and her "..little
sister Maria Valtorta, who was unknown to me until she herself gave me her name."

Throughout her holy life she asked to take upon herself the pain, the derision and the
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mistreatment suffered by Our Lord in union with Him, to relieve the weight that Christ
has taken upon himself for us. Freely she offered herself a victim soul, particularly for the
Church.

A bandage covering the stigmata on her right hand can been seen in the photo

Two recent miraculous cures through her intercession

There are numerous testimonies of cures attributed to her intercession. The Quotidiano
Di Puglia newspaper reports two of the most recent, which have been attached to the file
present in the diocese. "Miracle of the Saint who has not eaten for 53 years: heals and
saves the lives of two children" -July 12, 2018

and also reported here:
"Miracles of the 'Saint of Nociglia': two little boys saved" Viaggi News ,July 11, 2018

The first reported miracle concerns a child suffering from a very serious congenital pa-
thology, treatable only with a heart transplant: the mother, an unbeliever, tells an ac-
quaintance of hers the fate of her son. Moved by the seriousness of the case, the woman
offers to go to the cemetery to pray on the grave of Antonietta De Vitis, "the mystic born
in Nociglia and died in 2004 after a life of suffering, prayer and total withdrawal from the
world".

"I don't believe - warns that mother to the acquaintance, yet leaving a door open to
hope- "but if you go to Antonietta, pray also for me and my baby".

After a few days the boys mother wakes up with a start, because she dreamed of Anto-
nietta De Vitis who said to her: "Stop crying, I'm thinking of the boy. Also in a few days
something unpleasant will happen, but don't worry. "

A few days went by and the boy was taken for chest scans to the "Perrino" hospital in
Brindisi where he was being treated, and the cardiologists were amazed: there was no
trace of the heart malformation. The boys heart was now completely normal.
The "unpleasant something" she was foretold of in her dream concerned the father of the
child who had an accident and suffered an injury, which thankfully ended up being noth-
ing serious. Yet one is left wondering--could Antonietta have interceded in that situation
too? Perhaps we shall never know.
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Nevertheless, the boy's mother gratefully thanked Antonietta with a phrase written in the
cemetery ledger pertaining to Antonietta: “Together with my son I dreamed of you, and
what you said then has come true. Thank you!"

The second recent case concerns that of another boy, the son of a doctor who was ill with
cancer. The parents prayed to Antoinette, the "saint of Nociglia" as some locals have be-
gun referring to her as, and it was soon discovered that the boy was completely healed,
to the utter surprise of the attending doctors. Deeply grateful, the boy's father felt he
must thank Antonietta, and so he has informed the bishop of Otranto, to whom he has
entrusted the story. As stated above, both of these recent cures were reported in several
Italian newspapers in 2018.

Some quotes from her diary and letters

-Her union with Jesus

"...I am in my Jesus, I rest in him, I suffer in him, I agonize in him, sure that what is in

me belongs to my Jesus, all His and nothing mine. Like the Mother of Heaven I said "fiat"
to the Father, and He, the Most High, accomplishes great things in me even though I am
from the earth, because it was She who clothed me with Heaven."

"...He is my everything, my food, drink, rest, effort, pain, life, love, joy and sweet-

ness....".
(From a letter of Antonietta De Vitis to Father Adalberto Cerusico)

In her diary she writes:
"In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit I declare the following:

Jesus was and is my only love who married my soul, to whom I have given everything
through the Heavenly Mother, St. Francis, Padre Pio, the blessed Clelia Barbieri who
came from heaven, at first unknown to me with my Angels Azariah and Elgidio, to teach
me to Love in the footsteps of a little sister always presented to me by the Lord, but un-
known until she herself gave me her name: Maria Valtorta. I accepted everything and 1
gave myself to God in the Holy Trinity, asking to be like Jesus, immolated for souls, un-
known, hidden, but full of heaven.

I go up to Calvary to reach the top, consuming myself for the Church, for the Pope, for
the bishops, for the priests, for consecrated souls, and for the people of God. My offering
now rises to the Holy Trinity, at the behest of my Jesus, because of the enormous
weight, impossible to walk, bleeding, tortured, powerless as I am, I go to my agony,
supported by their help.

I have given everything from the earth, and I will give everything from heaven with my
Love, Jesus, and they will be the roses of Heaven in a rain of graces, of heavenly gifts;
then everything will be known and the wonders of the Lord will amaze the earth. Clasped
to my Crucified Love, with Him crucified, I leave the earth for Heaven, but I am with you,
always with you as in the will of my Jesus.
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I have loved everyone, especially those who made me suffer, and I gave my heart to
everyone; with particular predilection I have loved, and will love from Heaven, those who
have suffered with me, with my loved ones who have loved me, and who have given me
a helping hand. Understood by my poverty and misery I ask everyone for forgiveness
and prayer for my poor soul, so that my Love will accept it, purified, and worthy of the
eternal pastures. My prayer, incessant from the earth, will come down from Heaven ben-
eficial for those who directed me spiritually, for those who loved me with a motherly
heart, helped me, comforted me, assisted me in long and painful years of suffering.

To God the Holy Trinity I give my soul, my heart, my blood, my everything, because I did
everything in my God, the only purpose of my life. AMEN " .

In this declaration we see how Antonietta had given herself totally and completely to the
Lord.

- & - ‘
The two Franciscan friars and parish priest who assisted and supported her

Given the extraordinary circumstances that surrounded her, very few people were per-
mitted to visit her. Two Capuchin friars and her parish priest unfailingly accompany her
during her life journey: Father Colombano Luciani da Fano (until the 1970s) and Father
Candido Sallustio da Molfetta, along with Parish priest Father Adalberto Cerusico. On April
9, 1970 with deep joy Antonietta becomes a Franciscan tertiary (3rd Order Franciscan).

The vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary concerning Aldo Moro

Aldo Moro was an Italian statesman and a prominent member of the Christian Democracy
party. He served as 38th Prime Minister of Italy, from 1963 to 1968, and then from 1974
to 1976, and was a devoted Catholic. He was assassinated on May 9, 1978. In a vision,
Antonietta De Vitis was given some interesting details concerning his kidnapping and
murder, which have added strength to her purported visions, as latest findings of the RIS
(Italian intelligence agency) in this regard would seem to support.

At 2.35 on Wednesday, May 17, 1978, the following is related in Antonietta De Vitis' dia-
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ry, which today is in the possession of the local Diocese:

“The heavenly Mother comes and urges me to pray for so much wickedness that is found
among her children, and brings me in a deep underground channel, like a well where you
go down, and I see heavy chains like the ones you put on the machines when there is a
lot of snow on the ground, and I see machine guns and many bullets ... and She tells me
that Aldo Moro had been hidden there, the statesman, who has been a martyr and had
suffered a lot---hunger, fear and unspeakable torments, tied with those chains; She tells
me that he had been wounded with a bullet on the evening of May 8, at 5.35 pm, when
at that time She had come to me crying strongly, urging me to pray, because something
terrible was happening!"

Aldo Moro, according to Antonietta's diary, had been hit in the lung at that time, “causing
him to agonize and suffer excruciatingly, until the following morning (May 9th), at around
7.30, when they had finished him with humerous strokes. I see a lot of blood on many
roads, and the Heavenly Mother, crying, still says to me: *My daughter, see how much
blood of My children, how many victims!"

Please write down what I saw and heard, in my diary, at 3.43 hours." (speaking to a
friend who writes in her diary for her)

Her holy death

Antonietta De Vitis passed from this life on June 19, 2004. She was 67 years old. There
was a edifying message that was found on her deathbed:

"Clasped to my Crucified One, crucified with Him, I leave the earth for heaven"

Her cause for Beatification/Canonization

The diocese of Otranto is examining the virtues of Antonietta De Vitis. In

2013 Antonietta's diaries and writings were delivered to Monsignor Donato Negro, Bishop
of Otranto, who is currently examining at the diocesan level, the extraordinary virtues
and facts concerning her.

Antonietta De Vitis gave her life to God, hidden from the world, praying incessantly and
offering her sufferings in particular for the Church and for religious. Many in Italy and
throughout the world are hoping that the Church will officially recognizes Antonietta's
heroic exercise of Christian virtues

For more information, visit the "Antonietta De Vitis Onlus Association"

"I sacrifice myself for the Church and for the people of God." -Antonietta De Vitis
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